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With its 11 reports published since its creation, the HLPE is progressively building a global 
narrative, a comprehensive analysis of FSN and its underlying causes. This report on 
sustainable forestry, coming after the reports on fisheries and aquaculture (2014) and on 
sustainable agriculture (2016), completes the HLPE analysis of FSN from a sectoral 
perspective. These three sectors share some commonalities in their multiple contributions to 
FSN: they directly provide food; they generate income and employment for many people; they 
manage and impact natural resources; and they generate social and environment concerns. 
These HLPE reports also show the interdependencies between those three sectors that 
compete for natural resources, particularly land and water. They call for an integrated approach, 
in particular at the landscape level, to improve the way human activities contribute to the 
realization of the right to adequate food and of the 2030 Agenda. This report, like the report on 
water, highlights trade-offs, which sometimes turn into conflicts, between stakeholders with 
diverging rights, needs and interests. It demonstrates the need to integrate different spatial and 
temporal scales to address local and global challenges with effective positive impacts on FSN.  

This report builds upon the important research programmes undertaken by the International 
Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) and its many international and national 
members, the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) and the World Agroforestry 
Centre (ICRAF), as well as on the CGIAR Research Program on Forests, Trees and 
Agroforestry. The HLPE commends the work coordinated by FAO, supported by international 
and national organizations and by a network of national correspondents, to produce the Global 
Forest Resources Assessment and encourages them to pursue their effort for the integration 
of FSN concerns, in particular by improving the quality of data on forest-related informal 
activities, including non-wood forest products collection. The HLPE considers that there is still 
much to be done by the whole science and knowledge community to raise awareness and to 
develop policy-relevant knowledge on the direct and indirect contributions of forests, trees and 
agroforestry to sustainable development and FSN. 
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