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1

water  Commons  can  

-­‐

work  to  bring  water  

Introduction 

st



2

The  atmosphere  

and  oceans,  lan-­‐

guages  and  culture,  

-­‐

man  knowledge  and  

community,  the  peace  

and  quiet  we  crave,  

the  generic  building  

commons.

Toward an Understanding of the 
Commons
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possession,  mo-­‐

nopoly  and  personal  

or  corporate  gain  

started  to  replace  the  

ownership  and  com-­‐

munity  assets.

Capitalism  
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When  governments  

do  not  adequately  

protect  the  Commons  

-­‐

A new narrative
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protected  by  a  legal  

would  allow  us  to  

manage  our  collec-­‐

common  good.
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This  sudden  and  

intense  interest  in  

water  as  a  commodity  

is  a  direct  contradic-­‐

water  as  a  Commons,  

with  its  emphasis  on  

shared  responsibility.

The Enclosure and 

Water Commons: How It’s Done

MoneyWeek.  
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commodity  

Selling water as a commodity
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In  Europe  and  North  

America,  public  deliv-­‐

the  industrial  age.  

Privatizing water utilities

Bottling water
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-­‐

high  water  rates,  

-­‐

duced  water  quality,  

broken  promises.  

technologies

water.  
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The Case Against the

Retaining it in the Commons

There is no incentive to conserve water or stop water
pollution

The  answer  to  the  

world’s  water  crisis  

rests  on  the  twin  

-­‐

the  other.  No  global  

-­‐

vive  can  operate  on  

those  two  principles.  
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Nature has no one to buy it for ecosystem survival

-­‐

cessible  to  those  who  
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human rights 

business  to  deliver  

water  to  the  poor.  

That,  say  corporate  

governments.  People  

who  cannot  pay  do  

not  get  served.  
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A  highly  organized  and  

mature  global  water  

Commons.  

The Global Movement to Reclaim 
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This  unparalleled  

environmental  crisis  

can  only  be  met  and  

reversed  through  the  

water  is  a  Commons  

that  belongs  to  

everyone  and  there-­‐

water  is  a  harm  to  

humans  alike.  

Reclaiming and conserving water 

The  Current  Crisis
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Groups  everywhere  

are  challenging  the  

abuse  to  the  water  

-­‐

local  environmental  

rules  in  their  opera-­‐



16

Fresh  water  is  not  

world’s  water  stock  

use  without  drawing  

down  the  water  stock  

needed  to  replenish  

this  cycle.  

Protecting watersheds, groundwater and ecosystems

The  Current  Crisis

virtual  water  trade
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and  watersheds  by  

is  key  to  the  restora-­‐

cycle  upon  which  we  

pipeline  diversions

urban  heat  

islands,

climate  change

  



18

The  greatest  indict-­‐

a  Commons  is  the  

water  apartheid  now  
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The  global  water  jus-­‐

one  voice  that  water  

must  be  seen  as  a  ba-­‐

sic  human  right  and  

must  not  be  denied  

the  inability  to  pay.

Fighting For Water Justice

The  Current  Crisis
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The  only  other  coun-­‐

try  besides  Uruguay  

-­‐

must  be  publicly  

delivered  is  the  

Netherlands.

  

amendment.
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resources,  it  is  clearly  

necessary  to  create  

a  counter  narra-­‐

governing  water  man-­‐

agement  thinking  in  

Narrative Based on Commons
Principles

1) Declare water to be a Commons
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Governments  must  

declare  their  domes-­‐

a  public  good  and  

take  responsibility  

service  to  all  their  

2) Adopt an Earth Democracy narrative 
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Commons  will  restore  

-­‐

trol  over  water  and  

establish  the  suprem-­‐

ownership  in  its  care  

and  stewardship.

3) Protect water through conservation and law
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Perhaps  there  is  no  

greater  right  than  the  

-­‐

ter  to  come  back  to  

the  watersheds  and  

water  systems  that  

maintain  the  integrity  

Commons.  

4) Treat watersheds as a Commons 
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projects  or  water  

delivery  systems  are  

not  guided  by  the  

common  sense  and  

the  local  community,  

they  will  not  be  

sustained.

5) Assert community control over local water sources
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the  water  Commons  

is  that  water  is  a  

sovereign  good  and  

another  country  or  

or  by  using  economic  

dominance.  

6) Maintain water sovereignty for both communities and
nation 
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As  the  primary  collec-­‐

-­‐

out  the  world,  women  

must  be  recognized  as  

major  stakeholders  in  

the  decision-­‐making  

process.  

7) Adopt a model of  water justice, not charity 
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A  new  water  narra-­‐

water  is  a  public  Com-­‐

mons  to  be  delivered  

as  a  public  service  by  

and  accessible  price.  

the  Water,  Protect  the  Water,  

  

8) Restore public delivery and fair pricing 
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the  world  to  agree  

that  water  is  not  

“need,”  but  a  “right,”  

local  municipal  by-­‐

binding  United  

9) Enshrine the right to water in nation-state constitutions 
and a UN Covenant  
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right  to  water  need  

not  belong  to  the  

same  people  who  

created  economic  

could  be  integral  to  

people  everywhere  

water  Commons.  

10) Use and expand the public trust doctrine to protect water 
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the  earth’s  commu-­‐

nity,  then  our  rights  

must  be  balanced  

plants,  animals,  rivers  

and  ecosystems.  In  

a  world  governed  by  

wild  law,  the  destruc-­‐

natural  world  would  
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Conclusion 
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larly     Mind

Yes  Magazine  and   where  

Capi-­‐

.  

Blue  
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The  Water  Atlas,  

Deep  Water,   Liquid  Assets  
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